
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

To:  Gary Shanaberger, Town Manager 
 

From: Sharon D. Williams, AICP – Community Development Director SDW 
 
Date:  June 1, 2022 
 
Re: May 2022 Community Development Report 
              

Permits 
 
Six (6) permits were applied for during the month of May: 
  

Home Occupations:  0 
New Business: Moorefield Cleaners relocated to 1027 Main St, DAWN (Donation A Day 
Neighbor) has moved to 717 7th St,  
 
Signs: 1 
Accessory Structures: 0 
New Homes or Additions: 0 
Mobile Restaurant: 1-Pop’s Good Humor 
Special Event Permits: 1 
Plats: 1 
Zoning Confirmation Letters: 2 
 
Violations 
Fourteen (14) new violations were reported in May and nine (9) were abated. Staff is 

working on eleven (11) active violations. As expected, the majority of new complaints 

are related to high weeds.  Staff expects this trend to continue through September. 

Planning Commission: 
 

The Planning Commission continues its work on the Comprehensive Plan update. They 

continued their discussion of a possible text amendment for campgrounds. The 

Community Development Director informed them that in localities with a population 

under 25,000 persons that campgrounds were permitted with a Special Use 

Permit/Special Exception and that the average minimum acreage requirement was 5 

acres. 

The Town Attorney and Community Development Director informed the Planning 

Commission that staff had recently discovered an omission in the Zoning Ordinance 



where flagpoles are not permitted in commercial districts. After a discussion the 

Planning Commission asked staff to draft an ordinance to address the issue. 

The Planning Commission received a draft of a proposed text amendment for Home 
Occupations to eliminate certain uses.  They also reviewed a copy of the Hurt Home 
Occupation Regulations.  The Planning Commission has asked staff to incorporate 
some of the items from the Hurt code and revise the draft document. 
 
Board of Zoning Appeals: 
 
The Board of Zoning Appeals did not meet in May. 
 
Recreation Committee: 
 
The Recreation Committee did not have a quorum for the May 17th meeting. Members 
present and staff discussed the FY2023-2027 Capital Improvement Plan, vacancies on 
the Committee, and updates on Town projects. 
 
Altavista On Track: 
 
AOT hosted its first spring festival, River Fest on May 14, 2022, at English Park from 

12-6 pm. The event will include three (3) bands, food trucks, a petting zoo, and lawn 

games. 

Preparations have begun on the Vista BBQ Festival at English Park on October 1, 2022. 

Altavista On Track and staff worked on the Memorandum of Understanding between the 

town and AOT and the employment contract for the Executive Director. 

 
Staff Projects/Meetings: 
 
Renovations are ongoing for the Spark Innovation Center. Town Council and staff 

toured the building on Tuesday, May 10th and received a project update from staff. The 

anticipated soft opening date will be in September. 

The Community Development Director continues to work on the GIS and online 

permitting system for the town. 

Staff continues to work on programming for the Spark Innovation Center. 

Cardno, the town’s environmental consultant, completed the final report for funds 

received for environmental abatement at Spark and Phase II Environmental 

Assessment for the former Lane Company, funded by the Virginia Brownfields 

Restoration and Economic Redevelopment Assistance Fund.  



Town staff met with the Promotions Committee of Altavista On Track (AOT) to discuss 

the logistics for the River Fest and alternative plan to accommodate vendors in the 

event of inclement weather.  Staff also provided support to AOT during the festival. 

The Community Development Director assisted Lori Watkins State Farm with the 

logistics and requirements of their Special Event – State Farm’s 100th Birthday, 

scheduled for June 3, 2022. 

The Community Development Director submitted the close out report for the $184,306 

in grant funds that the town was awarded for the Spark Innovation Center from the 

Virginia Tobacco Region Revitalization Commission. The payment has been received. 

Once the center opens, that town will need to file an amended report and two (2) more 

annual reports will need to be filed. 

Public Works and Community Development assisted the Mosley Heights community by 

providing supplies for their neighborhood cleanup.  

Dominion Seven discussed the Vista Theater with staff and provided an update to Town 

Council at their May 10th meeting. 

The Community Development Director met with River Street to discuss the installation 

of the equipment the town purchased with CARES funds that are needed for the Spark 

Innovation Center and credits for equipment that is not needed. 

The town ordered signs for the Mosley Heights community to assist with addressing 

litter using the town’s remaining balance of the litter grant. 

Several complaints were received about tall grass at the houses owned by Delegate 

Matt Farris on School and 16th Street. A certified notice of violation was mailed, and the 

receipt received acknowledging deliver. The notice covers the entire growing season, 

and no further warning will be given before the town orders the contractor to cut it. The 

Community Development Director has expressed concern regarding the response time 

of the grass contractor. 

The Community Development Director met with several organizations interested in 

holding special events at English Park. 

Staff met to discuss how to respond to the Special Event Permit approved by Town 

Council for the Davis Family reunion.  The discussion included how to reserve the area 

with barriers, signage, and what was expected of staff that day (June 3rd). 

 

 

 

 

 


